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THE ORTHODOX GELERRATION OF THE RESURREGTION: KING AND LORD OF DaYS!

Many Christians have no idea that the Eastern Orthodox Church
exists. Orthodox Christians in North America — home to only about
one percent of the world’s three-hundred million Orthodox -- are
accustomed to answering big questions: What is Orthodoxy? Do
you believe in the Bible? And maybe the most common question:
How come | have never heard of you before?

Orthodox people often find themselves echoing Philip’s plea to
Nathaniel: “Come and see!” In the season of Holy Week and
Easter, Orthodox churches everywhere play host to folks who are
checking out these services for the first time. The city of
Greenville is no exception, and of course the doors of Orthodox
churches are always open to all, and not just at this time of year.
But your first experience of any Orthodox service can be pretty
overwhelming — this is, after all, the eastern Church— and the Holy
Week and Easter services are overwhelming even by Orthodox
standards! Here are just a few things to help you as you attend your
first Orthodox ‘easter’ service.

Not Easter, but Pascha

Chances are you will not actually hear the word ‘Easter’ in
Orthodox churches. Rather, the Orthodox will almost always use
the word Pascha for the feast of the resurrection of Christ, as we
have since about the time of the Lord’s ascension. ‘Pascha’ is the
Greek transliteration of pesach, which is the Hebrew word for
Passover. From apostolic times the Orthodox celebration of the
resurrection has been framed within the story of the Passover in
Exodus.

The original Passover is the prophecy for the true Passover
which Christ would accomplish through His death on the cross
and resurrection on the third day. This is why Christ died on the
Passover, and why He celebrated the Passover supper with His
disciples. He was saying, basically, the event we are celebrating is
only a prophecy, a model of the event which | am now bringing to
reality and fulfillment before you. As the Israelites were enslaved
to Pharaoh, the world was enslaved to sin; as Moses came to be the
deliverer, so came Christ, God himself, Emmanuel. As the lamb
slain and its blood saved the Israelites, so Christ slain saved the
world from sin and death. Moses was the type, Christ is the
fulfillment.
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This is Big. Really, Really Big

There are twelve major feasts celebrating Christ in the Orthodox
year --- Pascha is not among them! Pascha is too big; it is THE Feast
of feasts, and it gives meaning to everything else we do and believe.
So like the woman in the Gospel pouring costly oil on the Lord’s
feet, we spare nothing in our love and response to His glorious
resurrection. We fill our churches with palms and flowers, clad the
clergy in gleaming white embroidered vestments, sing heart-aching
theological poetry set to beautiful music, process out into the night
with candles, incense and icons, issue wall-shaking cries of ‘Christ is
risen’, and read aloud the Gospel in many languages, our hearts
radiant in the presence of the risen Lord.

Then there is the fellowship meal, or trapeza, after the paschal
services, which continues into dawn -- tables laden with food and
drink, red-dyed eggs and decorated bread, and everyone in bright (or
white) festive clothing. No other feast of the Church comes
anywhere close to the extravagant, colorful and loud celebration of
Pascha.

The Eighth Day

From about 70 AD the Orthodox have called the day of Pascha the
eighth day. This is because Christ was raised from the dead on the
first day of the week (Sunday). This day quickly came to be
experienced as the first day of the new creation, the day which has
no evening, the day of the Kingdom, the everlasting day of God.

For the Orthodox, the resurrection is not a postscript to the
crucifixion, and the crucifixion not just about His suffering. Christ’s
suffering without death is meaningless, and His death without the
resurrection is empty. But God raised Jesus on the third day, and this
changes everything. Now His birth unites God and man in Himself,
since He is perfect God and perfect Man. Now the word of the Cross
has become the word of love. Now His death on the cross has ‘put
death to death’, since death “took in a body and encountered God”,
as St John Chrysostom says in his exquisite Paschal Homily. Death
itself is abolished, and Christ has become the first fruits of the new
creation.

We can preach and celebrate all of this not because it happened once
upon a time, but because it has been accomplished for all time. Thus,
when the Orthodox speak of Pascha, the resurrection of Christ, it is
always in the present tense. “Christ is Risen!” the priest cries out.
From the nave of the church, the people, the royal priesthood,
joyously respond, “Indeed He is Risen!”
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St John of the Ladder Orthodox Ghurch
Schedule of Services

April 2010

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
01 Holy 02 Holy 03 Holy
Blessing of Pascha Baskets Thursday [ riday Saturday
. . ours an trict Fast espera
aFter the Matins and Liturgy of Pascha. Vesperal Royal Hours LitSrgy
Pledﬁe plACG haskets in the KH’ChGﬂ! Liturgy Noon 9:30 am
3:00 pm Vespers
€aster €99 Hunt :o:y SFupéJer ’ I4:g0 pm
oly Friday oly Saturday
after the Veﬁperﬁ of Pascha Matins Matins Midnight Office
T 7:00 pm 7:00 pm 11:30 pm
04 Holy Pascha 05 06 07 Bright 08 09 10
Resurrection Bright Monday | Bright Tuesday Wednesday Bright Thursday | Bright Friday Bright Saturday
of the Lord Repose of St
Matins/Liturgy Tikhon, OCF
Midnight Enlightener of at Clemson
(with Agape Meal) N America University
Paschal Vespers Bright Week Year-end Party
Noon Vespers 6:00 pm Great Vespers
(Easter Egg Hunt) 6:00 pm 6:00 pm
11 2 sunday |12 13 14 wine & oit |15 16 wine &oil |17
after Pascha
St Thomas St John’s OCF
Sunday Women’s Group | Day of Rejoicing Furman
6:00 pm ‘Radonitsa’ University
@ the church 6:30 pm
Confessions Confessions
Divine Liturgy Daily Vespers Great Vespers
9:30 am 6:00 pm 6:00 pm
18 3 Sunday 19 20 21 wine&oil |22 23 wine &oil |24
after Pascha
Sunday of the OCF Holy
Myrrhbearers Furman Greatmartyr
University George
Confessions 6:30 pm Confessions
Divine Liturgy Daily Vespers Great Vespers
9:30 am 6:00 pm 6:00 pm
25 4" sunday |26 27 28 fish,wine |29 30 wine &oil |01
of Pascha & oil Holy Apostle
Sunday of the Divine Liturgy OCF James, Brother
Paralytic 7:00 am Furman of St John
Divine Liturgy Midfeast of University S’burg Area
9:30 am Pentecost 6:30 pm ‘Small Group’ Confessions
Slavonic Molieben Great Vespers No Daily Fellowship Great Vespers
12:30 pm 6:00 pm Vespers 7:00 pm 6:00 pm

Fellowship and Goffee Hour: Sundays immediately Following Divine Liturgy

Ghurch School: Sundays at 9:00 am hefore Divine Liturgy (continuing through Alay)

Inquirers’ Glasses: Wednesdays Following Vespers --- as scheduled above

Ghoir Rehearsal: Saturdays as scheduled, see times and dates above
Gonfessions: Saturdays after Great Vespers (at 7 pm) and Wednesdays before (at Spm), as scheduled
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Holy Week Schedule 2010
St John of the Ladder Orthodox Ghurch

701 Augusta Arbor Way, Greenville, SG 29673
864 299 1149 www.s tjohnoFftheladder.org

Ghrist is Risen! Indeed He is Risen!

March 27" Lazarus Saturday
Divine Liturgy (with Baptisms and Ghrismations) 9:30 am
Vigil of Palm Sunday (with hlessing of Palms) 6:00 pm

March 28" €ntrance of the Lord into Jerusalem (Palm Sunday)
Divine Liturgy (with Procession with Palms) 9:30 am
Bridegroom Matins and 1°" Hour 12:30 pm (approy)

March 29" Great and Holy Alonday
Bridegroom Matins and 1°" Hour 7:00 pm

March 30" Great and Holy Tuesday
Bridegroom Matins and 1°" Hour 7:00 pm

March 31°"  Great and Holy Wednesday
Matins and 1°" Hour 7:00 pm

April  1°" Great and Holy Thursday (the Alystical Supper)
Vesperal Lituray (with Holy Supper Following) 3:00 pm
Matins and 1°" Hour (with the Passion Gospels) 7:00 pm

April 2" Great and Holy Friday
Royal Hours 12:00 pm
Vespers (with procession to the tomb) 4:00 pm

Matins and 1°" Hour (with the ‘Praises’) 7:00 pm

April - 3" Great and Holy Saturday (THE Blessed Sabbath)
Vesperal Liturgy 9:30 am
Midnight OFFice (with Procession) 11:30 pm

April 4™  Holy Pascha (the Resurrection of our Lord and Savior Jesus Ghrist)
Matins and Divine Liturgy (with dgape Aeal) 12:00 am (miidnight)

146H0bEg soboys! Xpreroc Bockpece! Xototog Avéotn!gs « 2l al 81 B a lal 8Ghristos a Inviat!
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NNOUN NTS AND N
= LAST OPPORTUNITIES FOR GONFESSION

The last day for confessions before Pascha will be Holy
Wednesday, March 31%. Fr Marcus is available as scheduled
on Thursday, March 25" before Vesperal Liturgy and on
Saturday, March 27", following Vigil. You may also
schedule an appointment for confession by calling 299 1140 or

emailing frmarcusburch@bellsouth.net. There will be no
confessions during the latter part of Holy Week (Holy Thurs
— Pascha).

u IGN-UP SHEETS FOR TER FL R T AL

There are sign up sheets in the kitchen/fellowship hall to
provide Easter Flowers (there are still a few opportunities
to provide flowers for the Feast of feasts!), to read during
the All-night Vigil over the tomb, and to participate in
other Holy Week activities.

Financial Snapshot

2010 Income Expenses
YTD (Jan) $9526 $12,344
YTD $9526 $12,344
Charity $1,351 $1,449

Other restricted income for January: $3309 earmarked for
building, icon, vestment funds, etc.

ohn o£ the
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Orthodox Chu;ch in America

701 Augusta Arbor Way, Piedmont [Greenville], SC 29673
(864) 299-1140
www.stjohnoftheladder.org
Rev Fr Marcus C Burch, Rector
Rev Fr Nikolay Miletkov, Assistant

ADDRESS CORRECTION REQUESTED

hedule of Servi
Daily Vespers, Wednesday, 6:00 pm
Great Vespers, Saturday, 6:00 pm
Divine Liturgy, Sunday, 9:30 am

‘Pride makes us Forget our sins,
For the rememhbrance of them leads to humility.’
St John of the Ladder, The Ladder of Divine Ascent, Step 23.

eeccccccccccccccccooe
a reminder and a hearty "thank you'!

April Fellowship and Goffee Hour

Apr 4™ Paschal Agape Meal
Apr 1™ Team 8
Apr18™ Team 1
Apr 25™ Team 2

Gelebrating Birthdays and Anniversaries in &pril
Teresa Dees (1°7), Karl Graetz (12™), Alexandra Simpson
(14™), Nancy Rusinko (15™), Stephen Bock (16™),
Sean Dulfey (17™), Sue Riddle (19™), George and Judith
Aiddleton (20™) Sam Hubbard (22"),

Ghuck Small (22™), Natalia Freund (23™),

Jim Golburn (27™), Sheila €lliot (30™)

From the Ganon of Holy Saturday

Hell was wounded in the heart
When it received Him
whose side was pierced by a spear,
and it groans, consumed by divine Fire,
unto the salvation of us who sing:
“Blessed art Thou, O God,
our Redeemer!”

A Troparion of the 8™ Ode
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